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GRAMMAR RANGE & ACCURACY



1 PLAN        2 WRITE         3 CHECK
4-5 mins 10-12 mins 3-5 mins



Question Types

1 Line Graph 2 Table 3 Bar-graph

4 Pie-chart 5 Flow Chart 6 Artificial Process

7 Natural Process 8 Map 9 Combination 

Generally, the charts, graphs and tables can either show comparisons of 
data at one moment in time or compare data over a fixed period of time.



Paraphrasing

Paraphrasing is simply re-writing a phrase or sentence so 
that it has the same meaning but with different words. 
Paraphrasing is one of the most important skills to learn 
before doing your IELTS test. It is most important for 
writing and speaking.



Common Structure

• Introduction : Paraphrase question information (what, 
where and when) 

• Overall : Summary of the most important points in 2-3 
sentences. 

• Body Paragraphs : Give details of the most important 
points with statistics and data in comparison with one 
another. 



INTRODUCTION

• Name the Graph (Simple Present – V+s/es)

• Answer questions such as what, where and when

The diagram below shows the final medal table from the 

London Olympic Games in 2012.

The table illustrates the ten most successful countries 

that competed at the London Olympics of 2012 in terms of 

medals won.











OVERALL

• A general summary of what the data shows

• To write your overview, pick 3 or 4 of the main features and write 
about them generally without referencing any data.

https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/05/13/ielts-task-1-overview/


GRAPHS

Bar Graph
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Table Graph 

Line Graph
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Artificial

Natural

MAP







How do I select the correct features?

At DYNAMIC GRAPHS, we should be looking out for:
• What does the data do from the start to the finish?
Generally go up or down, or fluctuate or stable
• Any significant difference from the general trend?
• Overall increase/decrease?



How do I select the correct features?

At STATIC GRAPHS, we should be looking for:
• What are the highest/lowest values?
• What are the most noticeable differences?
• Any similarities?
• Any significant exceptions?



How do I select the correct features?

PROCESSES/FLOW CHARTS

• How many steps or stages are there in total? 

• Where does it begin and end? 

• What are the major / complicated steps? 



How do I select the correct features?

MAPS

• What are the major changes? 

• What things remained unchanged? 

• How the changes affected overall? 



Prioritising

• Prioritising means you should choose two or three significant features 
and write about these. The examiner expects you to do this, and the 
question will often specifically say ‘select main features.’ There should 
be 2 or 3 main features for you to comment on.

• When students don’t do this, they write about every single piece of 
data they see. This results in them not summarising (this is a 
summarising task), not writing an effective overview and spending too 
much time on it.



WHERE TO WRITE?

Write the overview before the details because it clarifies to the 
examiner that they have identified the main features and helps them 
write the details paragraph. In the details paragraphs, you will take 
the statements you made in the overview and support them with 
data.



COMMON PROBLEMS

1. Not knowing which information to include in your answer.
2. Being unaware of what the examiner expects.
3. Including opinion and drawing conclusions.
4. Not using an appropriate structure.
5. Not using appropriate grammar for describing data, trends and making comparisons.
6. Not using a wide variety of appropriate vocabulary.
7. Failing to write an effective overview.
8. Copying words and phrases from the question.
9. Failing to support descriptions, trends, and comparisons with accurate data.
10. Writing one long paragraph.

https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/05/13/ielts-task-1-overview/


SAMPLE

The diagram shows the levels of charitable donations of people living in Britain, separated by 
age, between 1990 and 2010.
Overall, there was a general decrease in the percentage of people who donated money over the 
two time periods. However, the pattern differs between the three age groups before 50 and the 
two age groups after the age of 50.
The highest decrease was in the 18-25 category, which decreased 10%, from 17% in 1990 to 
7% in 2010. 42% of people in the 36-50 age group gave to charity in 1990, the highest on the 
chart, and this fell to 35% in 2010. There was also a significant decline in donations among 26-
35-year-olds, from 31% to 24%.
The exception to this general trend downwards was among the 51-65-year-olds and over 65s. In 
2010, the 51-65-year-olds gave the highest percentage with nearly 40 percent and this rose 
from 35% in 1990. Finally, those over 65 displayed a slight percentage increase of 3 percent.



BODY PARAGRAPHS

Give details of the selected main features with statistics and data 
in comparison with one another. 

• Note any outstanding highs and lows

• Look also at similarities and/or differences

• And data that stands out as exceptional







The chart shows that there is considerable variation in the popularity of  participating in 
different sports, among adults in the area in question. It also shows that there were significant 
changes in the numbers taking part in these sports between 1997 and 2017. 

By far the highest number of  people doing sports in 1997 did gentle walking. The figure for 
this was 50,000, compared with the next highest participation sport, which was aerobic gym at 
36,000. 

However, the numbers doing gentle walking did not increase significantly over the 20-year 
period. Notably, there were only 5,000 more people taking part in 2017. This is in contrast 
with basketball, which saw a massive rise, with figures almost tripling from 9,000 in 1997 to 
24,000 in 2017. 

Other sports also grew considerably in popularity. The number of  people playing football 
rose from 34,000 to 48,000, and those doing hiking from 35,000 to 49,000. Figures for 
jogging essentially stayed the same, but there was a major decline in cricket, which had only 
7,000 players in 2017, compared to 27,000 in 1997, making it the major sport with the 
smallest numbers participating.

IDP SAMPLE



3 CHECK

GRAMMAR

• Identify your main areas of  weakness

• Read after every completed sentence

• Read after every completed paragraph

• Read after you have completed the essay



3 CHECK

VOCABULARKY

• Meaning

• Collocations

• Appropriacy

• Variance 

• Level 



3 CHECK

EVERYTHINGELSE 

• Paragraphing

• Word count

• Coherence 

• Cohesion

Spelling

Subject verb disagreement 

Punctuation

Conjunctions & Preposition

Tense 









Illustrated in the flowchart is the procedure which students, who have graduated from high 
school, follow when applying for a college course. 

Overall, there are several steps commencing with high school graduation and ending with 
either rejection of the application or successfully entering university.

Once the application form has been downloaded and completed by high school graduates, it 
is forwarded to the university admin department where there are 3 possible outcomes. If it is 
rejected, it will either be cancelled, or the applicant can apply for a different course and 
resubmit their alternate application to the same department.

Alternatively, when the form is provisionally accepted, after a 2-week consideration period, 
the applicant is required to gather and provide additional documents to support their 
application and then submit these to the college. Once candidates are accepted, at the end of 
a fourteen-day appraisal, they can complete their registration with the Dean, after they have 
chosen their preferred subjects and then they finally join the college.





Depicted in the diagrams are the sales of three kinds of music per decade and 

annually. 

Overall, pop music was consistently the best seller, according to the bar chart, while 

the line graph shows that sales of pop and rock increased whereas classical 

decreased. 

The sales of all music types, illustrated in the bar chart, fluctuated over the years 

but pop was consistently the most popular and peaked at £5 billion in 2001 while 

rock reached its highest level in 2001 at £4 billion. Classical, in comparison, was 

always the least popular with the lowest amount sold in 2001 at just over £1 

billion.

As for the line graph, the sales for pop more than doubled from approximately £2.2 

in 1960 to £5 billion in 1990 whereas classical sales slumped by 50% from £4 to £2 

billion over the same period of time. There was a steep rise in the sales of rock from 

£2 to £4.5 billion from 1960 to 1980 but sales sharply declined over the next decade 

from approximately £4.5 to £3.5 billion. 





The main features of a coin-operated photo booth are depicted in the photograph. 

Overall, the device allows users to take two different types of photos.

On the outside of the device, the user should, to begin with, insert coins into the 
slot. The amount they pay depends on which type of service they want, either a 
single large size picture or four passport sized ones. The customer can then select if 
they want black and white or color prints, although passport photos must be in 
color. 

The user has to close the curtain when the photographs are being taken. There is a 
mirror inside the booth in which people can check their appearance and there is an 
adjustable stool that should be lowered or raised so that the user’s eyes are level 
with the screen. A light above the screen comes on to signal the photo will be taken 
and the flash goes off after three seconds. The photos can be collected from the 
large slot on the outside of the booth within a minute.





Depicted in the flow chart is the procedure for producing milk and associated 
products. 

Overall, there are several stages commencing with cows grazing on grass and 
finishing with the product being converted into various dairy produce and placed on 
sale at retail outlets.

After cows have eaten grass, they are milked using a mechanical milking machine 
two times every day and once this is completed, the milk is stored in refrigerated 
containers. In the next stage, it is transported to a dairy by a specially designed lorry 
on a daily basis.

Once at the dairy, the milk is stored in tanks before it is either turned into dairy 
products such as butter, cheese or cream or, alternatively, it is moved on to the 
pasteurization stage. After the milk is pasteurized, it is then divided into containers, 
such as plastic bottles, that are transported to supermarkets and shops where they 
are sold to consumers. 





The procedure for reusing bottles made of glass is depicted in the diagram. 

Overall, there are a number of steps divided into 3 stages commencing with empty 
bottles and finishing with these filled with commercial products, on sale at retail 
outlets.

Initially, in stage 1, the bottles are taken to a collection point where they are 
gathered and transported away by a truck. In stage 2, the bottles are divided into 
three categories according to their color after they have been cleaned using a high-
pressure wash.

Subsequently, at the glass factory, they are crushed into pieces and then loaded into 
a furnace where they are heated at high temperatures until liquified. Next, the liquid 
glass is mixed with new glass material and poured into a mold which shapes it into 
a new bottle. In what is categorized as stage 3, bottles are filled with various 
products and finally transported to stores where they are placed on sale.





The diagram shows the cycle of life of a frog. 

Overall, there are 6 stages in its life, beginning with mating and it is an ongoing 
process.

Once the adult frogs have mated, the female lays her eggs or frogspawn which are 
attached to vegetation, just under the surface of the water. After a period of time, 
the infant frog or tadpole that has a tiny body with a long tail, emerges from the 
egg. The tadpole subsequently evolves over time and grows hind legs and develops 
a bigger body.

The next stage of its cycle is the evolution of the young frog which has 4 legs and a 
much larger body that resembles the adult frog. However, it still retains its tail 
which, by this time, is a lot smaller than the previous versions. The final stage of its 
transformation is when the young frog evolves into a mature one that no longer has 
a tail and has fully developed legs and a body. This mature frog then finds a mate 
and the cycle begins again.





The maps show the redevelopment of the town of Seaville from 1995 until the 
present day. 

Overall, the town has changed considerably, especially with the development of the 
leisure facilities in the north east.

The most noticeable change to Seaville since 1995 is the construction of a golf 
course and tennis courts, that have replaced the forest park and agricultural area. 
Another striking difference is the reconstruction of the sea front, in the south, that 
includes the complete demolition of the fishing port. Additionally, and fish market, 
in the south west, has been replaced with apartments. The cafe however, located in 
the south east, has remained untouched.

All the retail facilities, specifically the shops, in the southwest have been converted 
into restaurants but the hotel has remained and has added a car park to the east of 
the building. The residential facilities in the north west have expanded with a few 
additional housing units being added to the existing ones.







GRAPH LANGUAGE

Type of  visual

• bar graph chart column data diagram diagram map figure flow chart graph 
illustration information line graph picture pie chart presentation process 
table table data pie chart and table bar graph and pie chart

Verb

• compares delineates depicts describes enumerates expresses gives gives data 
on gives information on illustrates indicates outlines shows shows data about 
presents presents information about provides represents summarizes



GRAPH LANGUAGE

Overview Language

• As a general trend, As can be seen, As is observed, As is presented, As an 

overall trend, At the first glance, it is clear Generally speaking, In common, 

In general, It can be clearly seen that It is obvious that Overall

Exactly the same

• absolutely the same as equal to exactly the same as identical to just the same 

as precisely the same the same as



GRAPH LANGUAGE

Almost the Same

• about the same as almost identical to almost the same as nearly the same as 
practically the same as

Not the same

• The reverse is the case... It is quite the opposite/ reverse...

Increase

• doubled jump / a jump leap / a leap move upward rocket(ed) shot up skyrocket 
soar surge tripled upsurge



GRAPH LANGUAGE

• Decrease

Collapse / a collapse dive drop / a drop in go into free-fall halved plummet plunge take a nosedive 
decline / a decline in decrease/ a decrease in fall / a fall go down / a downward trend slide / a slide 
reduce / a reduction dip slump a downward trend a downward tendency a descending trend

• No change

leveled out plateaued / plateau remained constant remained stable/ a Stability remain static 
remained steady / Steadiness remained the same was unchanged

• Ups and Downs

changes Intermittently change sporadically erratically –erratic fluctuate irregularly – irregular rise and 
fall



GRAPH LANGUAGE

• Low point

hit rock bottom, the bottommost point, the lowest point, touch the lowest point / reached, the nadir

• High point

culminated at, culmination of, hit the peak, peak – the peak, reached the peak, reached the apex, 
reached the vertex, touched the highest point













SEQUENCE WORDS & PHRASES 



SEQUENCE WORDS & PHRASES 



SEQUENCE WORDS & PHRASES 



TASK 1 MAP VOCABULARY, GRAMMAR, 
PREPOSITIONS AND PHRASES

• COMPASS POINTS
North, East, South, And West.

• INTERCARDINAL DIRECTIONS
Northeast, Southeast, Southwest, 
And Northwest.





Giving Directions
• Go past the cinema. (Pass the cinema.)
• Go along this road.
• Go straight on/ahead. (Stay on this road )
• Go through the tunnel.
• At the roundabout, take the first exit.
• Turn left at the crossroads.
• Take the second right.
• It’s on your left.
• You’ll see it in front of you.
• It’s on the other side of the road.

• junction

• dead end

• leads off

• bend

• just past

• alongside

• adjoining

• carry straight on



Giving Directions

• near, in front of, next to, beside, across from, between

• turn right, turn left, go straight on, travel northwest, go past

• facing

• in the middle / centre of

• behind, between

• next to / by, in front of

• left-hand side

• right-hand side

• turn right to your right

• first / second turning

• on the left

• straight ahead

• opposite

• across the road

• same side

• before you get to

• pass through



Giving Directions

• south

• east

• West

• Near

• just southeast of

• northeast

• northwest

• southeast

• southwest

• to the north / to the south …

• in the northeast / in the southwest …

• north side / east side / west side / south side

• heading east

• slightly west of

• on the other side

• beyond

• along

• corner

• go straight

• beside

• north



Landscape

• Strait: narrow waterway connecting two large bodies of water

• Stream: very small river

• Summit: highest point of a mountain

• Tide: rise and fall of sea level

• Tributary: stream leading to a bigger river

• Valley: long depression between two hills



• Bay: small sea
• Archipelago: a group of islands
• Bog: wet spongy ground, swamp
• Canal: man made navigable water way
• Canyon: deep, narrow valley with steep sides, carved by a river
• Hedge: row of shrubs forming a boundary
• Moor: open land on hills with shrubs, heath

Landscape



City / town

• Community greens: Shared open green spaces in residential neighborhoods.
• Green belt: A policy used in urban planning to retain a “belt” of the natural 

environment around urban areas.
• Greenfield land: Untouched and pristine land. Fields and forests.
• Greyfield land: Buildings or real estate land that is economically useless. Disused 

car parks or abandoned factories.
• Grid plan: A plan in the shape of a grid.
• Pavement / sidewalk: The part of the street dedicated to just pedestrians.
• Roundabout: circular intersection for leaving and entering other roadways.



City / town

• Community greens: Shared open green spaces in residential 
neighborhoods.

• Green belt: A policy used in urban planning to retain a “belt” of the 
natural environment around urban areas.

• Greenfield land: Untouched and pristine land. Fields and forests.

• Greyfield land: Buildings or real estate land that is economically 
useless. Disused car parks or abandoned factories.



Map description verbs

• Buildings– demolished, knocked-down, flattened, replaced, 
renovated, built, constructed, reconstructed, developed, 
extended, expanded, relocated, converted and modernized. 

• Area: length, width, depth and height
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